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Primate Psychology, ed. by Dario Maestripieri. Harvard, 2003. 619p bibl index ISBN 0-674-01152-X, $65.00
In this pathbreaking book, the editor and contributors look at primate behavior from a body of theory that was developed through the study of humans. A psychological approach, though present in the halcyon days of primate studies, has been swamped by ecological and evolutionary approaches for many decades. From a modern and revitalized psychological perspective, the authors look at aggression, conflict resolution, sexuality, attachment and parenting, social and cognitive development, personality, emotions, vocal and nonvocal nonlinguistic communication, and language. Even primate psychopathology is covered. Twenty-nine leading specialists examine a tremendous range of topics. Bravely conceived and well executed, this edited volume will go a long way toward uniting a field that in the past has been hopelessly fragmented within the academic isolation of many different departments and journals. The ecological-evolutionary and psychological approaches have much to offer one another in the study of humans and other primates, and discourse between these two camps will further enhance research in both.

Summing Up: Highly recommended. All levels. -- F S. Szalay, University of New Mexico

